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bur muſt fit down in fileace,ſuffering the Sheriffs Officer to poynd and 
take away his goods, albcir contrary to Juſtice, and the light of 
narure. 

Sixthly,No malefadtor, of whoſe crimes the High Court of Juſtice in 
canes criminal is on!y Judg competent, cau be convict, or brought to 
condign puniſhment, kurt muſt cicher eſcape iree,or lie in priſon,to the 
great and unneceſſary burden of the peoplegthe reproach of Juſtice,and 
encouragement of evi! doers 

Seavent 1Iy, No perſon who ſtands in the greateſt hazard of his lite, 
or eſtare, ar the hands of his deſperate enemy can get Letrers of La- 
bournuns for his ſecurity, 

Eightbly, Al the publike Reveane payable to the Exchequer mu; 
ſleep in the hands of the debirors, and rhe publike Treaſury remain 
empry. 

Laſtly, That Nation being now put in confuſion by want of Juſtice, 
and hardly any way left to a great part of them how rhey ſhall get 
of cheir own for entertaining their naturall life, there can be no trong- 
ct inducement of new infurce&ions thought upon, than the delay of Ju- 
jiice; deſparation being King of incendiaries z nor any mean More Con« 
dueing, tor enlarging their hearrs in love vo the preſent Authority, than 
a preſent ſetling of judicatorics among them.It had heen bercer ſervice 
ro God, to the Parliament and ro the Nation, that ſome of our Coun- 
rymen who have been inſtrumentall in impeding the firing of the 
Summer Selfion or Terifis, had been uſeful! for ubraining ſuch a ſpee- 
dy ſettlement, that Scotland' with England might have Heen wunſenſible 
of the interruption of Juſtice among chem, upon the Alteration of re 
Goverament,and notpurt ro mourn under rheir private ſufferings, when 
others arere/oycing in their publick Libercy 

Theſe who reap rhe benefit of the delay, are the Outlaws, the pro- 
digalls,waſters, rhe bankruprs, che oppreſſors, the lawleſs, the diſo- 
bediznr, the Covenant-breakers,the heady, the high-minded, and ha- 
rers <4 tholc thinps that aregood. The ſufferers are rhe more (rugall 
ot the Conntty Gentlemen, the Mcrchants,and ſhopkeepers,the poor, 
tie ftranger, the farherlels and widow, the moſt conſcientious and 
lober minded : and in refference ro borh, we ſhallſay no more, but 
humb}y remember rhe ſupream Authori2 y of England, of two paſſages 
of the Declaration of their Az niy at Muji-borow in Anne 1550.v17.pag, 5: 
Wt ar: per unworthy infiruments in Gods hand to break his enemies, and 
preſerve bis people, And again in the ſame paze 3; We do bleſs the Lord, 
we are nt on'y 4 rod of Irra,to daſh the comman enemies in preces, but alſ5 a 
bes's C though wery unworthy ) about Chriſt; vineyard : and if we hnow 
0%. own hearts, wherever the Lott of Gads Inheritance ſhall appear to be 
Jound 1n Scotland, we ſhall think it oar duty, to the utmoſt of our lives to 
ſreſerve the- ſame. Where © ſame ſpirit is in the Parliament and their 
\rmy, they will ſil, Speak the faine language, and practiſe accor- 
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' Churches ,, muſt Fudge of 
their Faith. according to what 
they find in Scripture. Andtho 


it be highly nſeful for them" to be 


aſſiſted in making of this Fudg- 
nent” by that; Church of which 
they are members; yet, if after 


this Inſtruttion , they are ſtill 


evidently convinced , that theyre 
15  Atjagreemest in any neceſſa- 
' ry point of Faith , between the 


voice of the' Church , and that_. 


of the Scripture, they mult ſtick 
tothe later rather than the for- 
mer , they. muſt follow the Su- 
 periour , not Inferior Guide, 
Defence of the Expoſition of 
the Doctrine of the.Church of 
England, pag. 50. 


"N dividual. Per ſons as well as 
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:THE 


PLAIN- M AN* S. 


ANSWER 


T'O HIS. 


| Country Caſes... 
Apron [TION.- 


| Kore pode your AdmontSang) as 
alſor Reply nic you. put-durias 
mg ſeit obliged mg 
£ my ro-ghe you 
my: thoughes of them.,'+1 : 51.1 5; + 
' Now we Country-men , you. hrow Sir , do 
Jove a: ſavi Bargain,. (Reply (pag. 2.Y and 
as we would-not.,.bay or ſwap 4. y mow 
we ſee and try bim; fo, if wechanceitoy 
over-xcach'd in abad bargain, wecarew ak 
ingro dilengage our ſelves zrand: wake niafe 
caution for the future, : - j 11111 3 net 97: nA 
And as weare thus cautious in. one Teiys- 
poral concerns , ſo have I been taughr: we 
Az ought 


ought to be much more in thoſe upon which 
our Eternal weal or woe does depend. And' 
therefore I muſt —_— that I-think my 
felf obliged to rake the fſecureſt way to fave 
my Soul z ſo, that if 4 can aſluredly find out 
-" an Infallible Guidero condu& me in my way 
ra the Heavenly ; Fern eruſalem,T ſhould be yr- 

geaſopable if T did nor ealt off all thoſe, who 
ar to: nothing bur what is fallible, and 
follow ſuchan Infallible dire&or. +Nay you 
yourſelf have promiſed this for me, ( Plain- 
man's*reply, pag. 22. ) Tel! me diſtinily 
who this unerring Guide is, and I do again 
Jnfal fe promiſe to reſs ks my ſelf to mak CON= 

ewn it to 
cexſorghley tar Goull enquire after * 

Dry: e DiteQor ; becauſe particular points 


I” Cone be are Lt = my eppiy- 


all, bt, the Pole Jo ſort wo ao%; and 
prove all at once , 7. 

theſe accomns 7 oa ſelf 
firongly invired, to ſee wherher I cquld..xe- 
: an Inifallible” Guide * or mp ; 
-and becauſe I ſaw yow did not pretend ciaher 
yourſcfor our Church robe fuch an 

ring DireQor, neither did T'find any oe, 
bur thoſe called Roman Catholics, offer to 
— it, __ thoughr ot & A; iged to 

REPOST IZED GAs went, and 
—_—_— har = a6 ap ay they had ro convince 
_ 

3996. conan come with -an 'Admonition, 
as if you were afraid, I ſhould ſeek and find. 
And tell me I muſt have a modeſt dependgnce 
«pon the Minifterial Fun#ior (Admon. p36.) 


—_— 
= 


| toodiffecult 
- my ſelf ; bift to: beg the diretion of my Spirits 


E831 

tHar is, if I underſtand-you right, Imuſt rely: 
upon'your word, © /' + | = 
- ButSir, 1 have beers formerly taught-7ot 
to pin my Faith: upon anotbers Sleeve , and I 
think the admonition good , unleſs I could 
be Ture that ſuch a one on whom I rely 
could not, nor would not deceive me; Bur 
Sir, you do-not pretend to ſuch Infallibilicy z 
and : coma I muſt tely upon the Mini-. 
fterial ' Fanition;. 1 ought, in caſe it.can be 
found, ro ſcek out ſuch a one as is uner» 
ring. = ay ER 
- You tell me you wilFpropo ExpC= 
dients ,. to binder me from being ſeduced; - | 
And ” 
Firſt, Youadviie me to make my earneſs 
end dayly Prayer to God to give me hig Grace, 
t0 hold faſt the Profeſſion of my Faith without 
wavering, and that I may continue in the ſame 
unto my tives end. ( Ib. Page 6-) &-22755 

But pray Sir, how can I make this Prayer. 
if I can have no infallible ſecuriry that rhis- 
Faith which I profeſs,is rhe True. For I have 


learnt, that Faith is but one, (Epb. 4« 5-) and 


thar without 3t it is Tmpoſſrble to p God. 
(Heb. 11.6.) And therefore I - =. 
mongſt rheſe- varieties , and in this uncer-. 
rainty,>1, oughr- rather ro pray to God that 
if I be not\in the yight, he would bring me to it, 
andyf bbe 9" ng that he would conſerve. 
me init. | 
Secondly, You -bid me, when I rea the 

Holy: Scriptuyes,- and find ſome places that are 
we, not.to pretend to interpret # 


tyab Guide. ( pag. 7.) 
\ ; MS A; 3. Naw. 
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- Now this, iſ you [peak of any obligation of = 


relying upon their Judgment, I was former- 
lyraught was down-right Popery,. and Sla- 
very ; for I had been rolg', that every Tub 
was to ſtind upon its onrn bottom, that the 
Scripture was the only Rule of my Faith,thar 
I was to'ſtand and fall by ir; and therefore 
was to ſearch diligently and ſoberly into it 
my feif: And I was made to: believe, that, if 
being 4 fober inquirer, TI ſhonld chance to 


err:in mifigterpreting of. it, God would not. - 


tay the puilt of it to myCharge. Nay, more- 
over Thave been lately taught by a Gentle. 
man, thar tells me he gives a true . Expoſztion 
of the Dolirine of the Church of England 
(par. 7%) that we ſuppoſe the Scriptures to 
be fo clearly written, that it'can hardly happen, 
that inthe neceſſary Articles of Faith, any one 
Man fhould be found oppoſite ' to the whole 
Ehurch tn Eis apinion : Tet if ſuch an one were 
evidently convinced, that his belief was fonnded 


'#-fon the undoubted Authority of Gods Holy + 


Word, fo far would it be from any Horror ta 
fapporr it, that he might juſtly glory 7n 3. 
And this he looks upon to be ſo certainly the 
Do&rine of the Church of England, thar he 
repears and juſtifies it in his defence,pa.80.84. 
You may ſee his words'at the beginning of this 
my Anfwer'; where he plainly lays, that tho 
3t be highly uſeful for individual” Perſons os 
Churches to. conſult the Church, of which they 
are members, yet after all, if they be convinced 
there is a diſagreement between the Voice of the 
Church and that of the Scripture, they muſt 
Pick to the later rather than the former, they. 
maſt follow the Superior, not the Inferior Gurdes 

S Now 


Is 


- 
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Now Sir, what was all this, Þif to oblige 
meo ſearch the Scriprnres, and form the deſt 
Jadgmenr of them I could ; and (being once 
tixed,nor to regard the yoice of my Miniſter:,, 
no nor of my own, nor of the univerſal 
Church. I 
Bur I perceive the: Scene is changed ;. and 
I muſt now beg the dire&tion of my Spiritual 
Guides. This advice Roman Catholics in- 
deed uſed to giye:me - and rold mie if our 
Great Grand-farhers -had- followed ir, we 
{hould-have had: no Proteſtant Reformarion, 
Bar.whar, muſt I ſtand ro-rhe-direftion of 
the Miniſterial Funition $Ean'it ſecure me 
thar the Reverend Divines of the Church of 
England have hic upon' the right ſenſe -of 
Scripture, and I and all other Chriſtians have 
not? Then indeed it would be a ſaving bay- 
g4in for me to rely upon' them. Bur I (co 
they pretend not.to4uch anInfallibitiry. And 
therefore Sir, I muſt needs tell you, that as 
when I make choice of a Phyſician or a Lawy- 
er, I love tro chooſe the beſt, So, if 1 muſt 
make choice of a Dire&or, I muſt and will 
make choice-of him, that can give me fecu- 
rity. that he neither can nor will. lead me 2- 
ſtray; ſorI do nor love to rely -upon any 
thing that can deccive me, | 
Thirdly, You adviſe me, as far as pefſible, to 
avoid Diſputes apout Religion. And io far 1 
will tollow your advice; for I hate eonten- 
tions, heats andanimoſirics, which are uſual. 
ly the fruits of ſuch debarcs. 
. Por however Thope you will nor oblige 
me. not to enquire, with a calm andiquicy 
mind, after thar. Truch which. 1 muſt cnibrace 


A 4 ro 
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eo obtain Salvation, and which-you can give * 


memo Infallible affurance of. - Tho I have 
not Leiſure or Abiliry, as you tell me,for dif- 
pures,. yet I ought to uſemy- mmoſt endea- 
yours, and take the moſt time IT can to learn 
the Truth. Subril difputanrs might, ris truey 
(as you ſay) baſteme with their Arguments, 


bur ſuch Sophiſtry will not convince my - 


Judgmenr, and therefore if they can bring me 
no betrer-rcaſons than: you pretend, I ſhal} 
not fear to be ſeduced. 

-FourtLly, You bid me reply to thoſe, who 
vell me of the: ſecurity of the Romen Catholic 
. Faith, that Tund##ſftand very little the privi- 
leges of the Charch of Rome, pag. 10. ' Bur 
am I not ina capacity: to know them ? and if 
the enjoy {ach Privileges, I rhink it is my in- 
tereſt co be one of her members, that I may 
alſo partake of them, 

- Bur you ſay Iam a member of the Church of 
Fngland, which is a true Catholic and. Apoſto= 
tie Church, and conſequently to ſeparate from 
this Chuvch without ſome urging cauſe, ig done 
right Sckifm , ( pag» It.) 

Sir, I love ſecurityz can you therefore 
Infallibly affure me the is what you rell me ? 
This you dare not ſay. Why ſhould I nor 
then leck for a Church of which I can have 
ſuch affurance ? . 

Bur you ſay 3t is dorn-right Schiſm to ſe« 
parate without a cauſe fron that Part of the 
Vifeble Church of which I ——_ Now 
poor Ignorant I rhoughrt , thar- if this part 
were = red from the whole, ahitietr.a 
juſt cauſe, 1 oughr father to adhere to the 
whole, than to. a part. Andifa juſt —_ 
BY might 


C7T 
mighr-be given for ſeparating from the whole 
rar Geohich, by av, if ſhet & Infal- 
ONOER 25 cannot be) I am fiirethere 

one for ating trom Tprt. 
© Bur yourell ads who would twtk perti-- 


 nentlh, SOIL to ſeparate from the 


Church of England, muſt. plainly prove, that 
the Church of por ſound Member of 
the Catbolic' Church, and conſequently that 
Satuation cannot ordinarily be wn ons __ Church: 
England : + At leaft not wit afety , 
þÞ uo v0-wado as it may £ the  T- 
of Rome. , And in order. to this muſt ſhew, 
thar ber Dottrine is either defedive. or. falſes. 


(pn 6s: 7 | 
| This indeed I thought: very reaſonable; 
A_ ar we leaſure _ - n= 

iries,] thought the only way to be ſatisfied, 
= arch, _—— iadeean a” 

ible C upon to eand ro” 
died his people in all ages, beg, 
Jeave ſuch « Church;ihen ic follows;thar That 
Church was to remain viſible in all Ages, and- + 
ſecure from Error';z-but'this could wor ve 
Church of England,:as now by Law 4 
ed; For 1 bakoken heard and read; that we: 
ſeparated. from. the -whole- Clnirch.nor 200+ 
years ago,and have-beentold {rom the Pulpir,. 
and by the Book of Homilics, char the-whole- 
vifible Church of Chriſt fell 'into Idolatry. 
and perſcvered in-it;, for above 800 ycars.. 
So, 'that ic-plainly appears; that. by 'vur Re- 
formation | we ſeparated | from the” viſible: 
Chriſtian Church of that age; ſpread:over the» 
face of the whole World: If then the-viſible. 


Chriſtian. Church ſpread over the face ofthe' 
whole. 


ES] 
whole World was ſecured frem Error by tho 
promite of Almighty God z they who pre- 
tended ro Reform her Do&rins of Faith, 'or 
Univerſal PraRices, or taught others contrary: 
to them, mult needs be guilty of the breach 
of Faith and Unity, without. which there 
is no-Salvation. 8 

n this account, 1'was willing to ſpeak. 
wich ſome Roman Catholics, 'and ſee whar. 
grounds they gave for their Infallibility 3 and. 
becauſe 1 durſt not truſt ro my memory, I. 
t01lowed your fifth advicc,to delire one or is, 
Arguments in Writing, And. ia particular,. 
1 was willing to ſeean Anſwer to your Que- 
Tics and objc&ions in your Plain-man's Re-; 
ply, which ( becauſe you oblige me to-ir) I 
here ſend; you to. have .your . Judgment ot ir2. 


—— 


Fhe CHMiſſioneri Anſwer to the 
Plain- max's Reply. 


Miſfoner. T-J Oneſt Friend, ſecing you tell 

"7 me yor love a ſaving bargain ,. 
and that you defire ro know” habit and 
aduantage will come:by-tyour being « Roman 
Catbolic, T tell you?ris the greateſt thar can/ 
'be, viz. The Saluation of your Soul, for where= 
as Error 1s deſtruQtive of Salvation. , True” 
Eaith is the way to pleaſe God, and thar: 
Church can only with ſecurity reach true- 
Faich, which-is guided by the unerring;Spiric- 
of God, and therefore rendred Infallible. - - 

» Plain-man: Is then:the Church 'of Rome 
Infallible? .It he: be, I ſee;a great benefit and- 


_ adyan=- 
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W= 
advantave tc dv member” of her ; for if ſhe- 
cannot Ery, Fmt then be acknorleaged that 
ſhe hath not 8 Ana conſequently, what- 
ever ſhe has propoſed as an Article of. Bath, 
ought to be received as ſuch, So that prove this” 
and als your own, (ipag. 7.) ; 
Miſſfoner. Yes, the Church 'of Rome. is- 
Infallible. * And _=_ I will _ to /* 
ove by undeniable Arguments. in 
Fer to this,” I will rake your merhod and / 
ſhew Firſt, what we meat bythe Church of” 
Rome, Secondly, whar we mean by Infallible. 
Thirdly, from whence the Church had: this © 
Infallibility. Fourthly , | how we-prove 1t. ' 


-Fifthly, where, we may” find- this Church. - 


Sixthly and laſtly, howwe may know” when- 
the ſpeaks to us, -and- what ſhe Teaches, - ' 
1. And, Pirſt, by the Church of Rome we * 
do not mean the parrticular.Dioceſs 'of Rowe 
or any particular Church-or Aſſembly; bur 
the Catholic Church-ſpread over the face of 
the whole” World in Communion with the 
Biſhop of* Rome the Supream Paſtor of the 
Church of Chrift: ' Neither do we ſeclads ” 
any from being-members of rhar Church, bur / 
ſuch as have been condemned by the whole - 
viſible Carholic Chureh fpread over the face . 
of the World. And'fuclr perfons or -Herefics” 
being once condemned, neither” they nor © 
their Succefſors can ever in-after ages pretend” 
to be members of that Catholic Church,. or - 
challenge a place or Vore in her Councils. - 

' Thus che Arzans, the Neſtorians, the Exty- 
chians,-&c. being once Condemned by the-- 
voice of the Catholic Church, they: who+ 
profels their Errors, carineverin any ſucced- 

* 4 Jn” 
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ſmg age pretend to be Members of che Church, 
Carholic, or to interpole: &ntiments in. 
her Acmblics, the ſame may be ſaid. 


of all other Hereſjes, cut off by the :emaining,” 


Orthedox Body of the Chur, 

Secondly, iBy the word. Infallibiliry we do 
not meat only. Indefefibility and tion, 
(thothe Church muſt alſo-Iaſt for ever, and- 
be always viſible.) but an unerring dircQion 
in neceſlary-points of Paich. So that when 
we ſay the Church is Infallible,we mean, that 
Almighty God has given an Authoritative 
Power to his Church to declare, in caſe of 
diffcrences, - what is the Faith which was once- 
delivered to the Sgints;, Jud. 3+ andin caſe of 

-obſtinacy, to Anathematize and Excommuni- 
cate' Diſſenting perſons; thar is, ro ſeclude 
them from being Members of her Communi- 
ons. and þ ;comeguenee to deprive them of. 
the benefns. and bleflings which were pro- 
miſled to her and her Members. Burt this 
Authoritative Power would be to. the de- 
ſtrugtion of her Members, rather than their 
edification, . unleſs the {ame God: that gave 
this Power did ſecure her' from: Error in the 
neceſſary exercile, of -it. ... 

So, that in caſe of differences about the 
ſenſe of Scripture, .or any Divincly revealed. 

Truths, the Church is to decide the difference, 


fax our direQion, ſo he ſecures her from-er- 
ring, whilt..ſhe dire&s. Which Afliſtance 
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tell me thirdly, from whetce had ſhe this: 
Authority . of unerring guidance? 
 Miffoner. You muſt nor think that the: 
Church has. this Power from- her ſelf ;. for- 
we know that all Men may fail, all Com- 
munixies and Afemblies are fubje& to error 
and miſtakes. Bur ſhe has ir-fromr God him=. 
ſelf, who 3 faithful and true to bis promiſes. 
Plaim-man. Fourrhly, How do you' prove: 
ſhe is Infallible ? : 
AGſpon. From the plain Teſtimonies of 
Holy Scripture, both Old and New. Inthe 
_y = har the Jewiſh 
1. We Read, thar the'Jewiſh Synagogue 
had a Supream Conrr of: Judicature, ro end* 
difficule Controver/res, from whence there 
was no Appeal,. becauſe God ' promiſed rhati 
the Judge there ſhould ſhewthem the ſemence- 
(or as other Tranflations haveit better) the 
Truth of Fudgment ;. and- threatned death ro 
thoſe who-ſhould do preſumptuoiſly, and not. 
hearken tothe Prieſt or Fudge. Deur. 14. $. &c. 


Nay, Chriſthi Commanded the 4 8 
ple even. in his time; to de ai they fait who 
fate in Moſes. Chair, but not to do as they did; 
Matth.23. 3. $0, thattilt rhe Spirit of God: 
pot the Synagogue," it was to be obeyed, 

conſequence was fecured © from giving 

a falſe Sentence in necefſaries to Salvation.. 

q ins can wethink, "pa _ o_ 

O-great-a privi u thi . 

—_ , Krone, «6 Mitre (to whom a- 

Covenant with better promiſes ' had been gives 
Heb. 8. 6.) withourit ? : 

Secondly, The Prophecics thar ſpeale gf the 
Church in the New Law: (as —_— 


C r2}F 
your own Bibles ſhew) beſides that they tell 


us, thar ſhe ſhall be like a Morntain upon the 
top of Moumains, Wa. 2:2; Like a Tabernt- 


cle jeated in the Sun," Pal. 18. 4. Thar att 


Nations ſhall flow unto her ; That Kings ſhould 
be her Nurſing Fathers, and 9meens ber Nur- 
zng Mothers, Ta: 49: 24. Thar al the ends. 
of the Earth ſhall remembcy', and turn unto 
the. Lord ,- and. all the Kindred of the Nations. 
ſhall Worſhip before him, Pſal. 22.27. 

I fay, beſides theſe plain Prophecies which. 
- ſhew her viſibility, univerſality and durance, 
we have others which tell us, that #7 this 
Houſe of the God of Jacob, he himſelf will teach 
ws bis.-ways; and will Fudge  amony ft the Na- 
80ns., Ia. 24 3, 4. And then certainly we 
ſhall neither:be raughr an Error, nor have 
a wrong '{cnrence. | 
- They tell us moreover, that rhere ſhal? be 
Wnthoſe days a way of Holzneſs, that the way- 
faring Men, tho fools ,' ſha!l not Err" therein, 


Ifa. 35.8. That God w3! not be rproth with”. 
his Church, neither ſball his kindneſs depart 


from her, nor the Covenant of his peace be re- 
moved. Thar all her Children ſhall be taught 
of the Loyd (and then certainly no Errors.) 
that-"ſhe ſhall be. eftzbliſhed im righteouſn 
Fat whoſoever ſhall gatkey togerher againſt her, 
ſball fall for her ſake. And,thar every tongue that 
ſoall riſe againſt 'bey 'in' Fudgment ſhall- be con- 
denned by her. i This j'# Heritage of the 
Servants of the Lord, and their righteouſneſs is 
of me;- faith the' Lord, fa." 54. 

Furthermore they tell *us, that: God has 
made;/&Covenant with his Church. That his 
apr. ſball be upon-þer, . and his words _— 
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N 
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hath put into her mouth, ſhall not depart ont-of 


her mouth, nor out of the mouth of her ſeed, non 
out of the mouth of þer ſeeds ſeed, jaith the Lord, 


' from henceforth and. farever, Ia. 59.20, 21. 


You ſec here a promile to-the Church in all 
Ages, that ſhe ſhall ſpeak the very words 
which God ſhall put into. her mouth, and. 
thetefore no Errars. ' 
' Read alfo the: fixtierh..Chapter of 1/aiah, 
and conſider whether it be an{werable'to the: 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of Almighty God to 
give ſuch' Aurhoriry-r6 his Church, as that: 
al Nations thas will nos ſerve ber. ſball periſh 5; 
ſuch privileges as: to. ſuck, tbe breaſts of Kings z. 
ſuch promiles,. as that her, Swn" ſhall no moxe- 
go down,” nox:her Moon with-draw it ſelf ; but 
thatthe Lord ſpall be tober an everlaſting light ;; 
and yer, not ro ſecure Ver tromtcaching talte 
and Erroneous Dodtrine, and falling into Ido- 
latry,the meſt abhorred of all vices, and per-. 
ſiting in it forabove* 800:years, 2s your Book 
of Homehes accuſeth the whole Church of _ 
God to have done; Hom. 3: againſt the Peril 
of Tdotarry in 4%.. pag. 123. | yy 
\Inthe New Teſtamenr,firſt Chriſt | qu yrs) 
that-he will baild hjs Church upon a Rock, and. 
that the Gates of Hell ( whichthe Fathers in»: 
rerpret Error and Hereſy ) ſbal-zot prevail 
«g4inſt 3t, Marth. 16.18, 1 hat he will be 


. with her-Paſtors and Teachers always even to the 


exd of the World, Amen. Matth. 28, 20. That: 
he-will fend thens. another. Comforter, even the- 
Spirzr- of Truth, to abide with them for ever, 

Joht, 14. 16. Toteach them all things ; and to-: 
bring all that be Eas taupht them to their vemem- 

brance, ver. 26. - And that'whkenhe is come, 
be ſball guide the in all Trath, Ch. 16. v. 13+ 
| 2. Moreover 


if ; 54 
2;"Moreover he has laid aw Infun&ion upory 
a}l perſons 19 hear his Charch under the ſevere 
ſentence of being looked upon ar'4 Heathen 
or a Publican, Matth. 18.17. . ' And this even. 
In Treſpaſſes, much more in Dotrins of Faith, 
where the” Treſpaſs-is againſt al} rhe Chil= 
dren of the Chuxch. | v 
_ 3. Herold his Diſciples, and inthem their 
Succeſſors, thar they who beard them,” heard. 
him (Luke 10. 16, He Commanded thent 
ro teach all Nations, and told them, that they 
who'elieved and were Baptized ſbould be ſaved, 
but they who belicved not be- damned, 
as your Bibles have ir, "datth. 28: 19, comms: 
pared wich' Aark,_16. _ | 
: 4. Theſe Apoſtles ves tell usgwthar 
the Church of the living: God is the Pillar and. 
Groud''of | Irzeth', 1 Tim. 34 15.” We may: 
then ſecurely: rely upon her, And they aſſure 


us,. that Qbriſt: gave fone xr ſome Pro= 
phets, ſome Evanygelifts,” and ſome Paſtors and 


Plain-man. 1 muſt confeſs thefe- are grear 
Privileges, bur Thave been told theſe-belong 
ro the. Univerſal Church , compoſed of 

: Chriſtians \ 
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Chriftizns 3 ſo. that if you - can ſhew- me! 
5- That theſe promiſes were made to'the- 
Roman Church, or that {he is the only true 
Church of Chriſt , I ſhall moſt willingly hear 
ou. » 
Miſfroner. This may be eafily made clear to 
you, if you do but remember whar I told you 
we mean by theRoman ChatholieChurch,and. 
call ro mind whar has been ſaid of the Chureh,. 
her perpetual vifibjlicy, large extent or units 
verſality, continual Succeſſion and the likeztd 
all which no other Church bur that 1n Come. - 
munion with the Roman, can prerend. For 
Proteſtants cannor ſo much as in one Age- 
ſhzw us any Viſible Body of Paſtors an 
Teachers diſſenting from the Roman Catholic. 
Church, which'they unjuſtly call Idolatrons;: 
no not one whole Pariſh" in any part of the 
World till Lathers time, that accuſed her of 
ſuch Erroneous and: Diabolical Dodrins'as. 
they now do, but what was Condemned for- 
maintaining other deſtructive - Errors , as. 
Wickiaff , Huſs, Ferom of Prague, &c. 
Again, that Church to whom theſe privi- 
leges were granted, cannot be igtiorant that 
fbe hasthei,and will no doubr of it ſtand'up 
for her Prerogative : But no Congregition 
or Aſſembly of the new Reformed, ſtand up 
for theſe Privileges: But thoſe in Communion 
wittcthe RomanChurchdare challenge them. 
Burt ſuppoſe rheyſhould have this privilege 
of. being-Infallible and know ir not ; it will 
then follow, that when they re11 us they are 
fallible, they rell-us an Infallible Truth 3 and. 
thereupon we-may be Infallibly aſſured, that 
they are Fallible, - So that from hence mow s 
Tg: 2-4 os. 
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Jews, that whilſt Proteſtants declare to you 
they are fallible, they.can. no ways pretend 
to berche Infallible Church of Chriſt. 

Your Miniſter may perhaps tell you this is 
Sophiſtry, bar if he IX bid him ſhew you one 
holy Catholic and ApoſtolicChurch of Chriſt 
diſtin& from that in Communion with the 
Romanywhich had Kings for Nurſing Fathers, 
and Queens for Nurſing Mothers, and all 
thoſe other forementioned, marks and prero- 
gativcs, and which condemned :the Roman 


Church as ErroneQus, Idolatrous or tbe like. 


6. Plain-man, Yow ſay then you have an 
Infallible; Guide in your Church. Tel! me 
therefore diſtznitly who is this Tifallible Cuide? 

e may 1 jind him, and I do jankjuily pro- 


miſe to reſign my ſelf to his conauit, pag,19-22. * 


Hiffeoner, Miſtake me not pray. I tell 
you diſtinAly,that rhe Church is my Infallible 
'Guide.3 and this Church is to be formd ſpread 
over. the face of the whole World. 1 may 
therefore ſecurely rely upon whatſhe- teache 
es, withour troubling.my ſelf ro ſearch whe- 
ther this or that particular perſon in her be 
Infallible or no. 

Plain-man, But how ſhall I know: what 
this. Church Teaches? : | 

Miſſzener, You may. be ſully convinced of 
this by ſelf-evidence, as to all points of Faith 
that is, it is ſo plain and ide: to be known, 
that if you will bur your-Eyes and Ears , 
you may be fully convinced, that ſhe Teaches 
(for example). Tranſubſtantiarion. 

If you hearken to the voice of her Paſtors 
and Teachers in: every Pariſh, they unani-- 
mouſly tell you that. ſhe teaches ir ;. If you 
C0 
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confider' the' conſent and” Harmony atmongft 
all her Children, youwmuſt be convinced of 
it ; If-you read her approved Catechiſms;, 
yow-find it there 3 1f you hear her Sermons. 
and Difeourſes, rhey' explicate it ro you 3 If 
you regard her Ceremonies and PraQices , 
they ſhew ir to be her Faith,” Nay, if you do# 
but ask her very Fnemies, they will unani- 
mouſly: re]l you, that ſhe rreaches Tranſub« 
ftantion.' , And whar I ſay-of Tranſubftanti- 
ation, Lſay ofall our other Articles.+ So thar' 
you ſce plainly whar ſhe reaches, and need ng 
farther proof for that than your own evi- 
dence; your only diffculry therefore. is,' 
whether whar ſhe teaches be Infallibly true,' 
and thar I have already proved to. you. ' -To/ 
ule then your own example... 1f1 can be af- 
ſured, thavif Igoro ſucka Town, they: car 
and will InfaVibly tellme which is my way.to'- 
Feruſalemz and coming to this Town” I find 
all perſons in the ſame mind relling me this -54- 
the way, this is the way; I may aflure my ſelf; 
that it is the way 3 becauſe I am convinced 
otherv/Iſe, that rhe people of that Town borh 
can and will dire& me Infallibly. Bur if nots 
withſtanding ſuch Infallible dire&ion, I wilt 
not ask- my way, but guide my-felf by mp 
Chart or Map the fault will be juſtly impu- 
red” to my obſtinacy and felf-conceit, if I 
miſs rhe way. 

Plajn-man. Where there is ſuch an Infale 
lible aſſarance and an unanimous.conſent, - as 
is the voice and practice of the whole Church 
I maſt confefs the cafe is clear. But when 
there happens to bea difference,” and ſome 
tc]Eme one thing and ſome another, _ 
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Half Iknow what the Church Teaches mez: 
and by what means mayTI come to know her 
Infallible Do@rine ? 

Miffzoner. In thoſe caſes ſhe ſpeaks ro us by. 
her Supream' Court of —_ her Ge- 
neral Councils; which being the Legal Re-= 
preſentarive of her whole Body, ſhe is fecu- 
red from Erring in them, as to all rhings 
which appertain 'to Paith. 

. © Plam-mar. But Sir, I am told, that the 
©Divines of rheChurch of Eng/ard have prov- 
\ed'ro you clearly beyond: poffibiliry of a Re- 
©ply, Firſt; That General Councils confirm-- 
ed by the Popehave actually erred. Secondly, 
©Thar they have madeDefinirions andDecrees- 
plainly contradictory to one another. And 


© Thirdly, That one General Council Confirm 


Ced by one. Pope, has been Condemned by a 
© General CouncilConfirmed:/by wg an 
* Andtherefore Thopeyou' wittacknowledg, 


© unleſs” contradictions can be true; that» rhe- 


--£Church does not fpeak: Infallibly. in- her 
© General Councils. pag. 30. 

Miffioner.” They who tell you this, deceive 
you , and they could never yer be- able ro 
prove, 'cither rhar General Councils ever 
erred, or centradi&ed one another in maters 
of Faith ; or thar,, one approved General 
Council Condemned another approved Ge= 
neral Council, or any. of her received Canons 
or Defmitions in matters of Faith. -* 

' Ifay in marcers of Fairh, tor we do not 
deny, bur that a Genera) Council may: be 
deceived in matrers of FaQ, and Err in her 
Decrees concerning them. 

» Plavn-man., Bart Sir, there is not _ 
acxal. 
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neral Council a&ually now ficting, to end 
our Controverſies, or to tell me'the Infals 
lible DoErine of your Church. FRE 

M:ſoner. Neither need there any, ſhe ha- 
ving fo fully expreſſed her ſelf in the Canons 
and Definitions of her preceding Councils , 
and in particular in that of Trent, 

Plain-man. But Sir, Thoſe are mere wri- 
tings, and I have been often tol4 by you, that 
a mere writing can be no Juage, tho indeed 
jt may be a Rule, | 

And therefore for my better ſatisfaTion pray 
reſolve me theſe Queries, OE 

, 4. Suppoſe a Controverſse ſhould ariſe about 

the Canons of any Council, how and in what 
ſenſe they are to be underſtood, can ſuch Canons 
determin themſelves , and explain their on 
meaning ? If fo, then | 
| 2+, Why may not the ſame privilege be gran= 
ted to the Holy Scriptures ? 
' 3+ Whether cannot the Spirit of God,by which 
the Scriptures were indiffed, expreſs his mind 
as plainty and intellagibly, as the Fathers of 
any Council ? pag. 34. He Eat 

Miſſioner. ' I confeſs theſe are but mere 
writings , and that mere writings cannor, in 
caſe of a Controverſie ariſing- abour their 
ſenſe, determin themſelves, and explain their 
own meaning (tho they may be clear in other 
points :); So, that in ſuch a caſe, whether the 
Controverſebe abour the fenſe of Scriprure, 
or about the Canon of a Council, there muſt 
be a living Judge roderermin ic, and this I 
{ay,. is the Church in her General Councils, 
tu which ſhe is ſecured from Error. _ . 

But pray take notice, thar we have no ſuch 
Controverſic 


Controverlie at preſent : All perfons- are a- 
greed as to what (this Church has defined, 
and the ſenſe of her Canons 15 not Contro- 
verted. VWelce it in her Praftice ,, we read 
it in her Catechiſms,. we hear it from- her 
Paſtors, her Enemies allo' (when they have 
nota mind to milrepreſent_) tell us whar ſhe 
holds; ſo, that we are no leſs ſecure as to 
that Point , than we are certain that there 
is ſuch a Church ; and I may as well ſay, I 
ueſtion whether there be ſuch a Church as 
the Roman Catholic Church ; as ſay, I 
queſtion whether ſhe teach me ſuch and ſuch 
Dottrins or no ; Both theſe are alike evidenr 
to all Mankind. , All our difficulty then is 
whether whar ſhe has defined be true, And 
I have ſufficiently proved to you, thar ſhe is 
ſecured from Error by the affiftance of Al- 
mighty God, in thoſe her definitions, and 
this by undeniable Texts of Scripture. 
* Thus I havercſolved all your Queſtions, 
and ſhewed you that by Infallibiliry , we 
mean an unerring Authority to guide and 
dire& us, Es 

Thar it is the Gift of Almighty God. 

Thar it is to be found only in the Catholic 
Church in Communion with the Biſhop of 
Kome. 

It is this Catholic Church (I fay that 
has decided all the Controverſies A. cyer 
yet aroſe, and muſt decide rhofe thar ſhall 
ariſe hereafter. 

It is ſhe alone has power, in caſe of differ- 
ences arifing about the ſenſe of Scripture, or 
her own Canons, to explain their meauing. 

And itis ſhe that has in all ages exerciſed 
this 
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this Power and compoſed differences. 
You may then ſecurely rely upon this uns 
erring Guide ; the way ſhe ſhews you is ſo 
plain, ſo eafie, that a way-faring Man, thy 
a fool, ſhall not Err therein. Seek not there- . 
fore by-paths 3 nor ler thoſe perſons, who 
rel you that neither they nor their Church is 


Infallible, bur only thar they hope they bave 


bir upon the right ſenſe of Scripture, they 
hope they are in the right, but are nor Infal- 
libly certain; let them not I ſay ſeduce you 
into Error : Nor make you wander in tucly 
uncertain paths to your own deſtruRion. 

If youdefire further ſarisfaction, read the. 
Queſtion of Queſtions, or propoſe your dif. 
ficulties to ſome of us, who will be ready to 
give you full {atisfaRion, | 


Plain-man, To his Country Parſon. 

Now Sir , Theſe Arguments of the Ca- 
tholic Miſſioner's ſeem to me very convincing, 
and therefore I deſire your Anſwer to them. 

Rut Sir, You know ſuch as we have not 
leiſure for long diſputes, nor to.run overall 
the Particular Points of Controverfie , fo, 
that I muſt gefire you to make ſhort work on't, 
And either thew me by more plain and Pofi- 
tive Texts of Scripture, than what the Miſ- 
ſtoner has here brought, that God Almigh 
has not promiſed ro preſerve his Churc 
from Eſſential Errors, ſuch as are Idolatry, 
Superſticion, &c, Or elſe ſhew me a Church 
viſible in all ages ſpread over the face of the 
whole World, ſecured from ſuch Errors 
ang at unity in it ſelf: A Church that has 
had all along, Kings for Nurſing Fathers and 


Queens 


